UB Law Forum
Volume 21
Number 1 Spring 2009

Article 5

4-1-2009

Short Takes on What’s Up
UB Law Forum

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.law.buffalo.edu/ub_law_forum

Recommended Citation
UB Law Forum (2009) "Short Takes on What’s Up," UB Law Forum: Vol. 21 : No. 1 , Article 5.
Available at: https://digitalcommons.law.buffalo.edu/ub_law_forum/vol21/iss1/5

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Alumni Publications at Digital Commons @ University
at Buffalo School of Law. It has been accepted for inclusion in UB Law Forum by an authorized editor of Digital
Commons @ University at Buffalo School of Law. For more information, please contact lawscholar@buffalo.edu.

Briefs
support of its alumni. Our
alumni are generous and
must continue to support us
at higher levels as we raise
funds for tuition scholarships
to compete for top-notch students and establish chairs and
professorships to attract and
retain star faculty. We are
reaching out to the bar and
bench – locally and nationally
– to create strong bonds. It is
these efforts that we hope will
help us build a stronger
school with an excellent reputation.
Last,but not least,I want
to share with you some good
news. My ambition for UB
Law is not simply to be an OK
or good law school. I want UB
Law to be a great law school –
among the top 50 in the
country. You will remember
the pain we felt last year when
we fell to 100 in the rankings.
Well – because of the reforms
that we are undertaking – we
had an uptick of 15 points to
85 this year. That was the second-highest gain in the country. While I continue to have
serious concerns about the
matrix and methodology
used to calibrate the rankings,
we would be foolish to ignore
their impact. Even so,I am
convinced that our rankings
will continue to rise with your
support and the hard work
and shared commitment of
many people. I wish all of
you a great and relaxing summer!

Court of Appeals justice Eugene F.Pigott Jr.’73 addresses faculty and judiciary.

Sharing a wealth
of learning

an incredible thing to do.”
Professor Errol E.Meidinger,vice dean for
research and faculty development,spoke of
the importance of research to the school’s
As both a justice of the state Court of
mission.“I firmly believe that research adAppeals and a UB Law alumnus, Eugene F.
vances teaching,” he said.“The more I grapple
Pigott Jr.’73 has a foot in two worlds.He
with trying to get insights into something,the
wanted those worlds to meet – and the result better I am as a teacher,the less formulaic,the
went beyond all expectations.
more I can push students to see where the soft
“We had sat in the 4th Department in the spots are and where the hard spots are.A
Letro Courtroom at the Law
strong research
School,” Pigott says.“But we
program is abwere limited as to what we
solutely essential
could and couldn’t do. So I
to respect in the
thought,maybe we want to inworld of law
vite the faculty to come to the
schools.”
mountain.We started talking
The faculty
about it,and once the dean got
members who
into it,it just seemed to click.”
spoke were ProWhat followed was billed as
fessors Charles
“A Briefing for the Judiciary on
Patrick Ewing,
Recent Law Faculty ScholarSusan V.Manship.”Held March 5 in the ma- Professor Robert S.Berger talks with
gold,Robert S.
jestic wood-paneled Ceremo- Family Court Judge Lisa Bloch
Berger,James A.
nial Courtroom of Erie Coun- Rodwin ’85.
Gardner and
ty Hall in downtown Buffalo,
James Wooten,
the gathering brought jurists of all levels to- and Associate Professor Ruqaiijah Yearby.
gether to hear brief presentations by six UB
“What we have done here today is a down
Law School faculty on their research.A copy payment for what we will do in the future,”
of the Law School’s 2008 Faculty ScholarDean Makau Mutua said to the assembled juship brochure was distributed.About 35
rists.
judges and faculty members attended, and
“Today we talked at you.In the future,we
following the presentation they enjoyed a
want to create opportunities for dialogue bereception hosted by Francis M. Letro ’79.
tween us.”
“They knocked our socks off,” Pigott says
of the faculty presenters.“I have gotten so
many responses from judges saying this was
C o n t i n u e d …
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Raila Amolo
Odinga,
prime minister
of the Republic
of Kenya.

A world of influence
Kenyan prime minister deliverers Commencement address

W

hen Dean
Makau
Mutua invited
Kenyan

man rights in Kenya.”
In the East African nation’s 1997 general election
for president,Mr.Odinga
finished third out of 15 canPrime Minister Raila Amolo didates as the candidate of
Odinga to address the Law
the National Development
School’s 2009 CommenceParty.As the candidate of the
ment on May 23,he cited the new Orange Democratic
tie between the school’s tradi- Movement,he ran for presition of teaching and scholar- dent again in 2007.Following
ship in human rights law and the disputed general election,
Mr.Odinga’s embodiment of a coalition government was
the power of the rule of law to formed,and Mr.Odinga becreate and safeguard human
came Kenya’s second prime
rights.
minister,with the authority
“Prime Minister Odinga to coordinate and supervise
is one of Africa’s celebrated
government functions.
human rights and proBorn in Maseno in
democracy leaders.He is cer- Kenya’s western Nyanza
tainly the most prominent
Province,Mr.Odinga attendand electrifying politician in ed high school in Kenya and
Kenya,and is regarded as the then earned bachelor’s and
center of gravity of that
master’s degrees in mechanicountry’s politics.He holds
cal engineering in Germany.
the distinction of having
He then returned to Kenya,
been Kenya’s longest-serving where he taught in the Depolitical detainee because of partment of Mechanical Enhis opposition to tyranny.He gineering at the University of
seemed a natural choice giv- Nairobi.
en our law school’s tradition
From 1975 to 1982,Mr.
in human rights and his life’s Odinga served as deputy diepic struggle to bring democ- rector of the Kenya Bureau of
racy,the rule of law and huStandards.He has studied at

the British Standards Institution in London,the National
Bureau of Standards in
Washington,D.C.,and the
University of Denver.

Khan

Davis

Honorary degrees for
Khan,Davis
The Law School conferred honorary degrees on
two lawyers who are influential advocates for human and
civil rghts.
Irene Zubaida Khan

joined Amnesty International as secretary-general in August 2001.Ms.Khan is the
first woman,first Asian and
first Muslim to head the
world’s largest human rights
organization.She has led the
organization through challenging developments in the
wake of Sept.11,2001,con-

For video of Prime Minister Odinga’s address, go to www.law.buffalo.edu

fronting the backlash against
human rights,broadening
the organization’s work in
economic,social and cultural
rights,and initiating a
process of internal reform
and renewal to enable the organization to respond flexibly and rapidly to world
events.She has also focused
attention on women’s human rights and violence
against women.
Irene Zubaida Khan studied law at The Victoria University of Manchester,UK,
and Harvard Law School,
specializing in public international law and human
rights.
J.Mason Davis Jr.’59 was
the first African-American to
practice as a senior partner of
a major Alabama law firm,
Sirote & Permutt.As the attorney for a number of students who participated in the
Huntsville lunch counter sitins during 1961 and 1962,
Mr.Davis played a key role in
the desegregation of Alabama.He argued and won
every matter at the Court of
Appeals and as a result of
those legal victories and others,the state of Alabama desegregated all public facilities,
including its schools.
Mr.Davis was an adjunct
faculty member at the University of Alabama Law
School for 25 years.Active
with the Alabama Democratic Party,he was selected by
Gov.Bob Riley to serve on
the state’s Citizens’Constitution Commission.

5
The road
to reform

said,is the sheer volume of
local governments operating
in New York State – by one
count there are 10,521,including nearly 7,000 “special
A capacity crowd of law
districts”formed to levy taxes
students,faculty,media and
for specific services such as
officeholders was on hand
fire,sanitation and lighting.
in the law library on Feb.19
That bloated bureaucracy,he
as New York State’s chief law
said,is why New York State
enforcement officer introresidents pay the highest local
duced his sweeping plan to
taxes in the country – about
simplify and reform gov$73 per $1,000 of property
ernment.
valuation,where the national
Attorney General
average is $43.
Andrew Cuomo called his
Cuomo is building suppresentation “The Empire
port for a plan – not yet inState Strikes Back:A Plan to
troduced in the State LegislaReform New York State
ture – that would enable local
Government.”
governments to reorganize to
The nation’s economic
eliminate redundancy and
crisis is the perfect occasion
find efficiencies in their oper- waste.Consolidation,he said,
to take bold steps to stream- ations,he said,and the public could reduce property taxes
line government,the attorsector should do the same.
from 5 to 22 percent.As an
ney general said:“New York’s “When the numbers change, example,he said that if the
governments are too big,they the reality changes,” he said.
village and town of Seneca
are too many,and they are
“And government should be Falls were to consolidate,the
too expensive.” Private com- doing the same exercise toowner of a $100,000 house
panies are scrambling to reday.”
could save $978 a year in
organize,modernize and
One problem,Cuomo
property taxes.

The major impediment,
he said,is an “antiquated”set
of laws that make it “virtually
impossible”to accomplish
such reforms.Reform,Cuomo said,would empower local governments – for example,the county executive and
county legislatures – to make
governments smaller.And it
would make it possible for
citizens,with petition signatures from 10 percent of voters,to force change onto the
ballot if their elected officials
balk.
And to those who say reform legislation is a pipe
dream,Cuomo pointed to
New York’s system of school
districts.“In the 1930s,there
were over 10,000 school districts,” he said.“Now there are
fewer than 700.If you can
tackle and manage the consolidation of school districts,
you can do this.”

For video on Attorney General Andrew Cuomo’s presentation, go to www.law.buffalo.edu/forum/spr09/cuomo.asp

The
Rochester
difference
A Thruway alliance of
sorts,now entering its fifth
year,has proved its worth in a
big way by making one legal
community more diverse –
and offering a crucial first step
for UB Law students.
In its first four years,the
Minority Clerkship Program
of the Monroe County Bar
Association has placed 31 UB
Law students in internships
during the summer following
their first year of legal training.The placements are with
law firms,corporations and
public agencies,and come
with a minimum salary of

about $700 a week – unusual
for first-year legal internships.
“We have been very
pleased,” says Michael Wolford ’68, of the Wolford Law
Firm in Rochester,who instituted the program when he
was president of the bar association.“There just are not a
lot of minority lawyers in
town,so we decided that one
way of trying to increase the
number is to start early and
try to attract law students
who might be willing to relocate and practice in
Rochester.”
Though the “vast majority”of applicants to the program come from UB Law,
Wolford says,it is open to
first-year students at all law
schools.For this coming summer,Wolford says,21 students

Wolford ’68

Smith ’07

applied for eight available
slots.
In addition to learning on
the job,the interns have weekly “Lunch and Learn”presentations at which they hear
judges and practitioners talk
about their areas of expertise.
One UB Law product who
took part in the program in
its first year is Jacia Smith ’07.
She worked for Wolford in
the summer of 2005,and now
is an associate in the

Rochester office of the Harris
Beach law firm.
Smith says she had been
intending to seek employment in Washington,D.C.,or
New York City before the Minority Clerkship Program
changed her mind. “It did
take some convincing to keep
me at home,” says Smith,a
native of Rochester.“This
program is a way to get minorities who traditionally
wouldn’t look at a smaller city
like Rochester to do so.”
Now,as a member of the
bar association’s Diversity
Committee,she helps review
applications and serves as a
mentor to some of the law
students who have followed
her into that critical summer
job.

C o n t i n u e d …
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The real
maverick
Ralph Nader talks tough
in UB Law appearance
Ralph Nader’s reputation preceded him,and the
crowd started lining up early
for the political activist’s appearance at UB Law School.
They were not disappointed.Nader – a Harvardtrained attorney – entertained and challenged especially the law students in his
audience with frank words
about legal education,the
legal profession and lawyers’

Dean Makau
Mutua gave
the keynote
address in
Buffalo’s City
Hall in honor
of Black
History
Month.

History and hope
akau W.
Mutua, the
first person
of African
descent to
serve as dean of UB Law
School, found himself in
demand during Black History Month.Organizers
called on Mutua to give context and inspiration to two
major events – one at UB,
the other in downtown BufDean Mutua with
Donna Brazile. falo.
On Feb.12 at UB’s Center for the Arts,Dean Mutua
gave the University welcome
before an address by political powerhouse Donna
Brazile.Brazile’s appearance,
part of the University’s Distinguished Speakers Series,
was celebrated as the
school’s 33rd annual Martin
Luther King Jr.Commemoration Event.
Mutua noted the connection by saying,“We celebrate the legacy of the Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr.in the
backdrop of the most historic year since he was taken

M

from us. A significant part
of the dream of Dr.King has
been fulfilled by a black kid
born in the era of the civil
rights movement.That kid –
now President Barack Hussein Obama – sits in the
White House and occupies
the most powerful office on
Earth.”
But,Mutua said,“much
more remains to be done
before we can get to Dr.
King’s mountaintop.Because public universities
mirror the complexity of the
world around us,they are
ideally positioned to provide
a forum where key social issues and ideas may be productively and freely examined,questioned,debated,
discussed and interrogated.”
Also in February,Dean
Mutua stood with Buffalo’s
first African-American mayor,Byron Brown,to honor
“the change makers”– people of color who have made
life in the Queen City better.
“Although Buffalo has
not been spared the torment

of race in America,it has
been a major contributor to
the struggles for racial and
social justice in this country,” the dean said at the City
Hall ceremony.“AfricanAmericans,particularly
through the African-American church and their civic
and political organizations,
have long played a leading
role in the search for equity,
inclusion and justice in this
city.”
He added that Mayor
Brown is “a critically important role model for our
youth who live under challenging conditions but who
aspire to live a life of dignity.
The mayor – with a plethora
of prominent politicians,
leading clerics,successful
professionals such as lawyers
and judges,and diligent parents,all drawn from communities of color in this city
– is working hard to give our
young men and women a
reason to hope and dream
big.”

For a Black History Month slideshow, go to www.law.buffalo.edu/forum/spr09/bhm.asp

responsibility to work for
the public good.
True to form,he used his
bully pulpit to encourage
students to find a way to
make a difference in the
world,not just serve the economic interests of those in
power.Practicing law,he
said,is a profession,not a
trade,and “a profession has
an obligation to prevent that
which it is skillfully trained
to deal with.You are going
to be going into a profession
that has a monopoly,and
there is a moral imperative
accorded to that.
“What is the demand for
justice in this country,and
to what extent are lawyers
representing those who are
in a position to have to demand justice because they
are being ripped off so badly
or being subject to the corrosive effects of power or
simply being mistreated by
other people?”
For video on Ralph Nader’s
presentation, go to www.law.
buffalo.edu/forum/spr09/nader.
asp
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Early
to court
A record of success in student
Moot Court competitions
It was another year of
think-on-your-feet experiences for UB Law students
who took advantage of the
school’s array of opportunities to hone their legal skills
in moot court competitions
nationwide.
From Boston to Cleveland,Toronto to Sacramento,students defended briefs
and argued both sides in
competitions.
Melinda Saran,vice dean
for student affairs,provides
administrative support to
the moot court and trial
technique program,which is
overseen by the student-run
Buffalo Moot Court Board.
Erie County Court Judge
Thomas P.Franczyk leads
the school’s Trial Teams.
“Our students continue
to work hard and have success at these competitions,”
Saran says.“The number of
competitions has grown
tremendously,and our faculty who are teaching in applicable content-specific areas have become involved in
working with our students
and helping them to perform to the best of their ability.”
Among the highlights of
the moot court year:
• • •
In February,a case brief
by UB Law’s internationallaw Jessup Moot Court
Team bested those of teams
from 23 other law schools,
including Harvard,Columbia,NYU,Cornell,Boston
College and Boston University,in a Northeast regional
competition in New York
City.The team’s brief advanced to the international
competition,to compete

against the top briefs from
every U.S.regional competition as well as the national
competitions of countries
worldwide.
The Jessup team consisted of Melanie Beardsley,
Pasquale Bochiechio,
Kathryn D’Angelo and Max
Lafer,and was coached by
Darice Dinsmore and Kevin
Espinosa.
Also in February,UB Law
was represented by six teams
at the Frederick Douglass
Moot Court Competition in
Springfield,Mass.
First-year student Anant
Kishore was named Best
Oral Advocate in the Northeast Region.Two UB Law
teams – Jonathan Pollard
and Jawziya Zaman,and
Tinu Awoyomi and Irina
Barahona – advanced to the
quarterfinals of the competition.UB Law student Siana J.
McLean was Northeast Region director for the competition.
In late February, UB Law’s
Trial Team of Josh Agins,
Kristina Russell and Scott
Iseman advanced to the
National Trial Competition

regional semifinals in New
York City before being eliminated by the host school,
Benjamin N.Cardozo
School of Law.Mark Foti,a
member of UB’s second
team,was named Best Advocate in the preliminary
rounds.
• • •
In the Albert R.Mugel
National Tax Court competition,hosted by UB Law

School,Sam Feuerstein tied
for the second-best oralist
and Darice Dinsmore was
named fifth-best oralist.
In March,UB Law’s team
of Erin Cody,Tom Lang and
Taiymoor Naqi,coached by
Professor and Vice Provost
Lucinda Finley,did extremely well at the American Bar
Association National Appel-

UB Law
competitors in the
Albert R. Mugel
National Tax
Court
competition.
From left to right,
Gregory
Verdibello ’09,
Darice Dinsmore
’09, Jesika
Gonzalez ’09 and
Samuel S.
Feuerstein ’09.

late Advocacy Northeast Regional competition in

Boston.This is the largest
and most prestigious appellate moot court competition
in the nation.
The UB Law team had
the fourth-best overall brief
and reached the final round,
where it actually earned
more points from all the
judges than its opponent.
But due to a scoring change
that was instituted last year,
our team was officially declared the runner-up.
Naqi also earned one of
the highest oral argument
scores in the competition,
and both he and Lang
earned perfect scores from
some of the judges.
• • •
In the Fasken-Martineau
International Law competition,held in Toronto in

March,UB Law’s team of
first-year students was commended by several different
judges for its level of preparation,complexity of argument and command of in-

ternational law principles.In
addition,team member
Michael Gellar was recognized with an honorable
mention award as Best Oralist.
Also in March,in the
Ceremonial Courtroom of
State Supreme Court in Buffalo,the Herbert J.Wechsler
National Criminal Moot
Court Competition was

held.The Buffalo Criminal
Moot Court Society was
praised by participating
teams for the well-run competition and the strength of
the competition’s judges. In
the final round,the judges
panel included Justice Eugene F.Pigott Jr.’73 of the
state Court of Appeals; retired Court of Appeals Justice George Bundy Smith,
now a partner in Chadbourne & Parke in New York
City; U.S.Magistrate Judge
Jonathan Feldman of
Rochester; and State
Supreme Court Justice
Kevin M.Dillon ’76.

For slideshows of the competitions, go to:
Desmond Moot Court Competition Finals: www.law.buffalo.edu/forum/spr09/desmond.asp
Albert R.Mugel National Tax Court Competition: www.law.buffalo.edu/forum/spr09/mugel.asp
Wechsler Law Moot Court Competition: www.law.buffalo.edu/forum/spr09/wechsler.asp

